LESSON 3.1

Lesson 3.1 - Russian letters (part 3 : same sound, different writing) / Voiced and
voiceless consonants

L. The Russian alphabet (part 3) : letters that sound like English letters but
are written differently

IL. Voiced and unvoiced/voiceless consonants

The Russian alphabet (part 3) : letters that sound like English letters
but are written differently

B / 6 - This letter is pronounced « v » in Russian.
Example :
Basza (vaza) - vase

I1 / m - This letter is the Russian P.
Example :
[lapk (park) - park

Y /vy - This letter is pronounced « oo » in Russian.
Example :
Cyn (soop) - soup

1 / it - This letter is called « short i » and is pronounced « v », like in the word
« boy ».

Example :

Mora (yoga) - yoga

® / ¢ - This letter is the consonant F in Russian.
Example :
Kode (kofye) - coffee
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I' / r - This letter is pronounced like the letter G in « get ».

Example :

l'as (gas) - gas

Pay attention to the pronunciation of the letter 3 here ! It is pronounced « s ».

Voiced and unvoiced/voiceless consonants

In Russian, the consonants are divided into two groups : voiced consonants and voiceless
(unvoiced) consonants. Voiced consonants make our vocal cords vibrate when we
pronounce them, whereas unvoiced ones do not.

The consonant 3 is a voiced consonant ; and at the end of a word, a voiced consonant

becomes voiceless, which means that you have to pronounce it like its voiceless
counterpart, the consonant c.
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