Lesson 6.1
YTo 3TO ? ITO KHHUTrA.

Lesson 6 : The interrogative pronoun yto / The verb « to be » / Articles in Russian / Noun
genders / The vowel E (pronunciation)

L. The interrogative pronoun 4rto
IL. The verb « to be » in Russian
I11. Articles in Russian

IV.  The grammatical gender of Russian nouns
V. How to pronounce the vowel E if it is not stressed

The interrogative pronoun 4To

Yro is an interrogative pronoun meaning « what ? ». Here the letter 4 is pronounced « sh ».

Example :
YTo 3TO ?

370 can be translated as « It (is) », « This (is) » or « That (is) ».

Yto 3To 7 (What - it ?) - What is it ? / What is this/that ?

The verb « to be » in Russian

In Russian, the verb « to be » is omitted in the present tense.

Example :
IJTo (-) kuura. (It - verb « to be » omitted - book) - It is a book. / This is a book.

Articles in Russian

In Russian, there are:

-no definite articles : the

-no indefinite articles : a, an

-and no partitive articles : some, any.

Therefore, « kuura » can be translated as « a book » or « the book » in English, depending on
the context.
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The grammatical gender of Russian nouns

In English, nouns have no gender : for example, « book » is neither a feminine noun nor a
masculine noun. In contrast, Russian nouns have genders : there are masculine nouns,
feminine nouns and neuter nouns . Most of the time, the ending of a word can help you
determine the gender of a noun. For now, remember the following :

A. The vast majority of feminine nouns end in -a. Example : kaura (kniga) - book.
B. Nouns that end in a consonant are masculine. Example : cTo (stol) - table.
C.If anoun ends in -o, it is neuter.

Examples :

[TanbTO (pal’to) - coat

OxHo (akno) - window
BuHo (vino) - wine

How to pronounce the vowel E if it is not stressed

If the vowel e is not stressed, and if it is neither the first nor the last letter of the word, it is
pronounced “u”.

Examples :

Anpec (adris) - address
MeTpo (mitro) - metro /underground / subway
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